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imperial family. The intrigues of the police and the
riots of the populace of Constantinople rarely per-
mitted an emperor to transmit his power to his de-
scendants ; the majority of the emperors were usurpers.

The most noted emperor was Justinian (5^7-565).
He was a son of a peasant of the Danube provinces;1
in his youth he had been a herder of sheep. His uncle,
Justin, after being* a shepherd, became a soldier and
by one stag'e after another became pnctorian, prefect;
and at last emperor. He summoned Justinian to Con-
stantinople, who, by donations of money to the soldiers
and games in the circus for the people, made himself
popular and secured recognition as emperor at the
death of his uncle.

Justinian sought everything that could flatter his
vanity; he labored to make himself illustrious by his
conquests, by sumptuous edifices, and by a great legis-
lative work. He wished to be conqueror, builder, and
legislator.

Unskilled in war, Justinian charged his friend Beli-
sarius with making the conquests in his name. The
empire at that time had two groups of enemies: in the
East, the military empire of the Persians; in the West,
the kingdoms established by the German barbarians
in the provinces of the old empire. The Persian king
was strong, having an army thoroughly organized;
the barbarian kings were weak, their warriors ener-
vated by luxury; they were haled by the Catholic popu-
lation, and maintained no discipline. On the Persian
frontier Justinian was always beaten; Belisarius was

1 It is not true that he was a Slavic barbarian as a Slavic
writer maintained a long time afterward.